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COMPARISON OF IMPULSE PROCESSES IN SPATIALLY SHIFTED 
RING-LIKE CORES MADE OF FERRITE AND THIN SHEET STEEL

Purpose. Development of a numerical simulation model of pulse processes of magnetic cores made of ferrite and 
thin-sheet electrical steel in order to estimate the magnitude of pulse overvoltages.

Methodology. The distribution of the electromagnetic field and eddy currents was calculated using the finite ele-
ment method. Computer-aided design tools were used to develop geometric models of the computational domain of 
the studied processes in ring-shaped cores. The theory of transient processes and the laws of electric circuits were used 
to excite pulse processes in the studied system.

Findings. A three-dimensional numerical ring-field mathematical model of pulse excitation of ring-shaped cores 
made of different materials of electrical steel of the sensor and inductor was developed, which is used to diagnose in-
terturn short circuits of the filled windings. The model allows determining the time dependences of current, voltage 
and the nature of the change in magnetic flux during the passage of the pulse excitation front. The distributions of the 
electromagnetic field, eddy currents and the dynamics of their attenuation were obtained for different values ​​of the 
magnetic permeability and electrical conductivity of the materials. The obtained results allow us to quantitatively as-
sess the influence of material parameters on pulse processes, to determine the limits of efficiency of using ferrite and 
cores from different types of electrical steel in high-frequency diagnostic systems, sensors and energy converters.

Originality. The results of the analysis of numerical simulation modeling of the studied system showed that, de-
pending on the type of core material, wave penetration processes with minimal losses are inherent in ferrite material. 
In thin-sheet steel, eddy currents in each individual sheet have a significant effect on pulse shielding, which signifi-
cantly affects the output signal.

Practical value. The obtained results can be used to build systems for diagnosing interturn insulation of windings 
of electrical machines, in particular, as a methodological basis for diagnostic devices based on the use of the proposed 
approach.
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Introduction. Electrical machines are widely used in 
various branches of industry and in everyday life, and it 
is difficult to imagine a modern enterprise or household 
that does not use at least one electrical machine in one 
form or another [1]. The issue of reliability of any tech-
nical devices, equipment, or systems is extremely im-
portant and cannot be resolved once and for all; it is 
only possible to continuously improve diagnostic meth-

ods and tools, develop fundamentally new diagnostic 
approaches, and so on [2].

This paper is devoted to diagnosing one of the most 
vulnerable components of the active part of electrical 
machines, namely their multi-turn random-wound 
winding.

Electrical machines, as the most widespread type of 
electromechanical energy converters, consume a signifi-
cant amount of electrical energy overall and perform 
numerous important technological functions. Any im-
provement or refinement of them, even by fractions of a 
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percent, has a substantial economic impact and effect. 
Global factors such as deglobalization, higher import 
taxes, and increased demand for metals used in electri-
cal machines imply only a further increase in their cost, 
and in the future this increase may become quite 
rapid [3, 4]. Therefore, the relevance of repair, mainte-
nance, and life extension of electrical machines per-
forming important technological functions is also in-
creasing. Fulfillment of these operational tasks requires 
modern, affordable, user-friendly, and reliable means 
for diagnosing the most vulnerable active parts of an 
electrical machine. In the manufacturing process, the 
issue of reliability has always been and remains one of 
the most important and relevant [5].

For this very reason, as one of the steps toward de-
veloping a device for the impulse diagnostics of the insu-
lation condition of electrical machine windings during 
manufacturing, scheduled maintenance, and repair, 
there is a need for a well-founded approach both to the 
selection of the material of the sensor and the inductor 
and to the pulse parameters. This is because timely de-
tection of defects, especially those at an early stage of 
development, can prevent sudden equipment failure and 
significant capital and material costs. All of the above 
confirms the relevance of the subject of this paper.

In papers [6, 7], the authors model the skin effect on 
the basis of the field diffusion equation, studying how 
the skin effect influences the field distribution across the 
sheet thickness and the associated losses. In [6], numer-
ical methods are used to solve the field diffusion equa-
tion, and it is concluded that at a frequency of 50 Hz the 
influence of the skin effect can be neglected. In [7], an 
analytical method is used for the field diffusion equa-
tion, and analytical expressions are proposed for calcu-
lating the eddy-current loss component with the skin 
effect taken into account.

Papers [8, 9] focus more on the fundamental prin-
ciples of the behavior of magnetic permeability and loss-
es in ferromagnetic materials as the frequency changes. 
Paper [8] studies high-frequency losses when different 
electrical steels are used and at different values of mag-
netic induction. A loss model and a model of the influ-
ence of the skin effect on losses at high values of mag-
netic induction and frequency, that is, under the non-
linear influence of the skin effect, are developed in that 
work. Paper [9] shows that the effective magnetic per-
meability depends on the average value of the sinusoidal 
excitation voltage and does not change within one sinu-
soidal cycle even at high values of magnetic induction. 
Diffusion through metal is not wave-like at all, but rath-
er represents simple exponential attenuation with an in-
significant time delay and almost zero phase shift.

Studies [10, 11] focus on loss models in electrical 
steel as functions of magnetic induction and frequency 
and include different approaches to separating losses 
into components and accounting for eddy currents [12, 
13], not through field diffusion but by means of analyti-
cally or experimentally fitted expressions. Paper [10] 
proposes a model for calculating losses in a magnetic 
core taking into account microscopic eddy currents, as 
well as a method for reproducing the shape of the dy-
namic hysteresis loop and losses under a sinusoidal exci-
tation waveform up to high frequencies over a wide range 
of magnetic induction and excitation frequency. Paper 

[11] proposes a method for estimating losses in a lami-
nated core subjected to high-frequency and nonsinusoi-
dal excitation using only low-frequency measurements. 
The proposed model takes into account the nonuniform 
distribution of the magnetic field inside a laminated 
sheet and the hysteresis loop. Study [12] analyzes the ef-
fect of the skin effect on the application of Bertotti’s for-
mula to describe energy losses in electrical steel. The 
paper determines the maximum frequency at which the 
influence of the skin effect on the distribution of mag-
netic flux in electrical steel remains insignificant. In pa-
per [13], an eddy-current power loss model is imple-
mented, and it is shown that the magnetization frequen-
cy and the peak magnetic induction are the two deter-
mining factors that significantly affect the magnetic 
properties of electrical steels.

Papers [14, 15] investigate iron losses considering the 
electrical machine as a whole rather than only its core. 
Paper [14] presents a modeling approach for accounting 
for core losses in an electrical machine generated by 
higher harmonics of the supply voltage frequency. The 
model is based on a post-processing calculation tool for 
taking into account the magnetic skin effect in laminat-
ed electrical-steel sheets at high frequencies. Study [15] 
presents a method for calculating core losses in rotating 
electrical machines considering the skin effect and ex-
cess losses in the stator and rotor. The analysis takes into 
account eddy currents along the axial direction inside an 
electrical-steel sheet and considers the influence of the 
molecular structure of the steel by means of an experi-
mental eddy-current loss modification coefficient.

As a result of the conducted literature search and 
analysis, it can be concluded that modern scientific re-
search in the field of high-frequency impulse processes 
is aimed at studying the mechanisms of interaction be-
tween the electromagnetic field and eddy currents, the 
dependence of magnetic permeability on the supply fre-
quency, and the nature of losses in electrical steels. 
Thus, the main research studies are focused on finding 
effective approaches to describing high-frequency losses 
and field diffusion processes [16], which are important 
in the design and diagnostics of modern electromechan-
ical systems [17].

Therefore, the relevance of this study is determined 
by the need to improve the accuracy, speed, and reli-
ability of non-destructive methods for assessing the 
condition of the inter-turn insulation of random-
wound windings in electrical machines. The proposed 
method is based on impulse processes in which electro-
magnetic phenomena are determined not by stationary 
but by transient characteristics of the material. The use 
of different materials for the sensor and the inductor of 
the diagnostic system results in fundamentally different 
impulse response mechanisms, different rates of diffu-
sion and attenuation of the electromagnetic field, 
which affects losses, heating, amplitude-frequency 
characteristics, and the sensitivity of measuring sys-
tems [18]. In this regard, it is relevant to compare im-
pulse processes in ring cores made of different materi-
als, which will make it possible to determine their suit-
ability for use under fast transient conditions, optimize 
the design of components of diagnostic devices, and 
improve the efficiency of impulse electromagnetic di-
agnostic systems.
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The purpose of this study is to develop a three-di-
mensional numerical circuit-field mathematical model 
of impulse processes in magnetic cores made of ferrite 
and thin-sheet electrical steel in order to assess impulse 
overvoltages in the diagnosis of inter-turn short circuits 
in electrical machine windings.

Results. The computational domain used to study 
impulse processes in the studied system is shown in 
Fig. 1.

The inductor winding and the sensor winding are 
made of copper winding wire and have a sufficient num-
ber of turns to provide the required magnitude of the 
studied voltage impulse (>100 V per turn).

The magnetic cores of the inductor and the sensor 
are made of electrical materials with different properties: 
ferrite material, thin-sheet electrical steel, or conven-
tional electrical steel with a thickness of 0.5 mm.

The studied multi-turn winding is modeled as a solid 
piece, which is artificially divided into elementary con-
ductors. The simulation of the number of inter-turn 
short circuits and their severity is carried out by chang-
ing the conductivity of the studied winding array or the 
current magnitude in it.

The auxiliary magnetic core performs the function of 
a magnetic flux concentrator and makes it possible to 
approximate the diagnostic process on the studied pro-
totype as closely as possible to real conditions. For this 
reason, the magnetic core is made of 0.5 mm electrical 
steel, and the design of the auxiliary magnetic circuit 
makes it possible to vary the distance between the mag-
netic core of the inductor and that of the sensor. The 
distance between these cores also affects the error in the 
excitation of impulse transient processes in the studied 
system.

The main parameters and characteristics of the indi-
vidual elements of the studied numerical simulation 
model are given in Table 1.

The data in Table 1 is used to develop the geometry of 
the computational domain, followed by the import and 
configuration of the parameters of all computational ele-
ments of the computational domain in the COMSOL 

Multiphysics environment implementing the finite ele-
ment method. Depending on the stated computational 
task and the parameters of the magnetic cores of the in-
ductor and the sensor, the material properties and the 
system of nonlinear differential equations are defined.

The calculation result is obtained by the finite ele-
ment method in a three-dimensional formulation under 
the following assumptions:

1. To simulate the laminated structure of the mag-
netic core when laminated electrical steel is used for the 
magnetic core of the sensor, the inductor, and the auxil-
iary core, anisotropic electrical conductivity properties 
are assigned to the corresponding computational do-
mains.

2. The electrical conductivity of the electrical steel 
and the ferrite magnetic core is assumed to be homoge-
neous along each of the x, y, and z axes.

3. Changes in material properties with temperature 
are not taken into account, since under impulse operat-

Fig. 1. Structure of the studied system for impulse pro-
cesses:
1 – inductor winding; 2 – sensor winding; 3 – magnetic 
core of the inductor; 4 – magnetic core of the sensor; 5 – 
tested multi-turn winding; 6 – auxiliary magnetic core

Table 1
Main parameters and characteristics of the studied 

system
No. Parameter Value

1 Axial length of the auxiliary magnetic 
core, mm

50.0

2 Width of the auxiliary magnetic core, mm 20.0
3 Height of the auxiliary magnetic core, mm 13.00
4 Material of the auxiliary magnetic core Steel 2411
5 Number of turns of the inductor/sensor 

winding
5/40

6 Excitation current in the inductor 
winding, A

75.0 

7 Diameter of the winding wire of the 
inductor/sensor winding, mm2

4.0/0.01

8 Width of the magnetic core of the 
inductor/sensor, mm

14.0

9 Axial length of the magnetic core of the 
inductor/sensor, mm

5.0

10 Magnetic permeability of the ferrite 
material of the inductor/sensor magnetic 
core, rel. units

≈2,000

11 Electrical conductivity of the ferrite 
material of the inductor/sensor magnetic 
core, S/m

1 · 10-3

12 Thickness of an individual lamination of 
the thin-sheet magnetic core material, mm

0.03

13 Magnetic permeability of the thin-sheet 
material of the inductor/sensor magnetic 
core, rel. units

1,250

14 Electrical conductivity of the thin-sheet 
material of the inductor/sensor magnetic 
core, S/m

1.5 · 106 

15 Magnetic permeability of the 2011 
electrical steel of the inductor/sensor 
magnetic core, rel. units

700

16 Electrical conductivity of the 2011 
electrical steel of the inductor/sensor 
magnetic core, S/m

1.1 · 107

17 Number of turns of the test winding 25
18 Diameter of the winding wire of the test 

winding, mm
0.50
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ing conditions the current magnitude is not high and 
does not lead to temperature variation over a wide range.

4. The windings are modeled as homogeneous con-
ductive regions, since modeling each conductor sepa-
rately would lead to an excessive increase in the number 
of unknowns and a significant increase in the model 
computation time.

The developed numerical simulation model of im-
pulse processes in magnetic cores is characterized by the 
computational domain (Fig. 1) and the material proper-
ties of its individual structural components (Table 1), 
while the distribution of the electromagnetic field and 
eddy currents within it is described by the system of 
equations given below.

The system of coupled equations describing the dis-
tribution of the three-dimensional electromagnetic field 
in the studied system for the impulse diagnosis of inter-
turn insulation is written in terms of the complex ampli-
tude of the magnetic vector potential A [19]

,x x y y z zA e A e A e A= ⋅ + ⋅ + ⋅
� � � �� � �

and the scalar electric potential j is written in the form 
of the following system of equations [20]

1 ;eÀ j À J
 

∇× ∇+ + ωσ⋅ +σ∇j = μ 

� ��

( ) 0,ej A J∇⋅ ωσ⋅ +σ∇j- =
� �

where ω is the angular frequency of variation of the 
quantities with time; μ is the magnetic permeability; σ is 
the electrical conductivity of the material; Je is the spa-
tial current density vector, which is specified in the form 
of a pulse in the excitation winding and consists of three 
spatial components

.e x ex y ey z ezJ e J e J e J= ⋅ + ⋅ + ⋅
� � � �� � �

The current in the inductor winding is specified as a 
pulse with such an amplitude and rise time that a pulse 
EMF with a maximum amplitude of >100 V is induced 
in the measuring winding. The current with a rise time 
Δt is specified by the approximation of a linear rise
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where Δt is the rise time of the current pulse, s; t0 is the 
moment when the current pulse begins to rise, s; I0 is the 
final (maximum) or steady-state value of the current 
step in the inductor winding, A.

The expression

	 ( )0
0 ,I

t t
t

-
Δ

	 (2)

within the system of equations (1) represents a linear 
function that defines a smooth increase in the current 
from 0 to the specified value I0 over the time interval Δt. 
Expression (2) simulates a non-ideal current step that 
occurs in real impulse tests and takes into account the 
presence of inductance, eddy currents, and hysteresis 
phenomena in the magnetic cores.

Then, the effective value of the current density in the 
inductor winding is specified as follows

( ),e
i

W i tJ
S
⋅

=

where W is the number of turns in the inductor winding; 
Si is the equivalent area occupied by the inductor wind-
ing, mm2.

The induced electromotive force is determined with 
respect to the magnetic vector potential А. For this pur-
pose, the magnetic flux Ф, linked with the sensor wind-
ing (or measuring winding) is determined

	 ,n
e eA lΦ = ∑ ⋅ 	 (3)

where Ae is the average value of the magnetic vector po-
tential at an arbitrary moment t n in individual е-elements 
of finite-element mesh; le is the contour length, or the 
mean length of the excitation winding.

After calculating the magnetic flux using expres-
sion  (3), the magnitude and waveform of the EMF in 
the sensor winding are determined at each moment t n

( )11 .n n
e e eE W A A l

t
-= - ⋅ ∑ - ⋅

Δ
The calculation is performed taking into account 

the losses arising in the magnetic cores of the individu-
al elements of the studied system: the auxiliary core 
and the magnetic cores of the inductor and the sensor. 
To take these losses into account, the following expres-
sion is used

1

1

1 ,
T

j
T T

Q J EdtT
-

= ⋅∫

where T, Т1 are the period of the current pulse arising in 
the inductor winding; J is the current density in the in-
dividual computational domains; Е is the electric field 
strength vector.

To implement the studied numerical simulation 
model and obtain reliable results, the minimum number 
of finite elements in the mesh must be approximately 
600 thousand. A fragment of the finite-element mesh of 
the studied model in the region of the inductor winding 
is shown in Fig. 2.

Fig. 2. Part of the finite-element mesh of the computa-
tional domain
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The winding parameters were taken into account by 
homogenizing their multi-turn structure into a continu-
ous electrically conductive body with equivalent electro-
magnetic properties, which makes it possible to preserve 
the computational convergence of the model when using 
the specified number of finite elements without the need 
to represent each individual turn in detail. The geometric 
parameters of the section are determined by the number 
of turns W = 25 (Table 1) and the winding-wire diameter 
d = 0.5 mm, which defines the outer dimensions of the 
winding and its location in the working gap between the 
auxiliary core, the inductor, and the sensor.

The simulation of the presence of inter-turn short 
circuits was implemented by changing the electrical 
conductivity of the winding material: from the nominal 
conductivity of copper (defect-free condition) to a con-
ditionally infinite conductivity corresponding to the ap-
pearance of short-circuited turns (2, 3, or 4 short-cir-
cuited turns). This approach makes it possible to ade-
quately reproduce the occurrence of additional eddy 
currents in the damaged winding section and their influ-
ence on the overall transient process in the system. The 
relationship between the winding section and the mag-
netic flux was taken into account by specifying boundary 
conditions on the winding surface with allowance for its 
actual location relative to the auxiliary magnetic core 
(item 6 in Fig. 1), with an axial length of 50 mm and the 
possibility of varying the distance between the inductor 
and sensor cores, which directly affects the electromag-
netic coupling coefficient and the diagnostic sensitivity.

The result of the calculation of the electromagnetic 
field distribution in the studied system is shown in Fig. 3.

The electromagnetic field distribution (Fig. 3) is 
shown for the moment of time 5 µs, which corresponds 
to the decay of eddy currents in the magnetic cores of 
the inductor, the sensor, and the auxiliary core. Higher 
values of magnetic induction (background shading) cor-
respond to the location of the winding and magnetic 
core of the inductor.

To provide the excitation required for diagnostics in 
terms of the magnitude of the electromagnetic field and 
the currents in the sensor winding, the current pulse in 
the primary winding must ensure an EMF in the sensor 
winding with a maximum amplitude of up to 100 V. When 
the inductor winding is switched by a direct current with 
an amplitude of approximately 90 A and a pulse rise 
time of 1 µs, a transient process with a free decaying 

component arises in the studied system. In this case, the 
current and EMF in the sensor winding are aperiodic in 
nature and have the form shown in Fig. 4.

The dependences in Fig. 4 were obtained using in-
ductor/sensor cores made of 2011 electrical steel, 
0.5 mm thick.

To ensure an unambiguous physical interpretation of 
the obtained results, the developed three-dimensional 
numerical model introduces a consistent definition of 
the positive directions of the variables and takes into ac-
count the design parameters of the test winding section.

The system of equations (1–3) is solved in the Carte-
sian coordinate system (x, y, z), where the positive di-
rection of the z-axis is oriented from the magnetic core 
of the inductor to the core of the sensor along the axis of 
symmetry of the system (Fig. 1). For the vector quanti-
ties, the following positive-direction conventions are 
adopted: the magnetic vector potential A has a positive 
direction coinciding with the direction of the magnetic 
flux density B in the air gap between the cores; the exci-
tation current density Je is defined as positive when the 
current in the inductor winding creates a magnetic flux 
directed along the z-axis from the inductor to the sensor. 
The EMF E in the sensor winding is determined accord-
ing to the law of electromagnetic induction dΦ/dt, 
which ensures the physical adequacy of the obtained de-
pendences, in particular the phase opposition of the 
current and EMF in the measuring winding (Fig. 4).

The nature of the variation of the EMF and current 
in the sensor winding corresponds to the physical pro-
cesses of electromagnetic wave penetration into an elec-
trically conductive and magnetically permeable medi-
um. At the same time, the two quantities are in phase 
opposition: the EMF has a sign opposite to that of the 
current, which is consistent with the law of electromag-
netic induction. In Fig. 4, the maximum current ampli-
tude is approximately 0.035 A, the voltage amplitude is 
approximately -35 V, and the decay time of the transient 
process is τ ≈ 3.67 µs. The amplitude and decay time of 
the transient aperiodic process may be regarded as diag-
nostic features indicative of the degree of defect devel-
opment (Fig. 5).

Fig. 5 shows that when an inter-turn short circuit ap-
pears in the test winding, the signal amplitude decreas-
es, while the duration of the transient process increases. 
This can be explained by the fact that the currents in the 

Fig. 3. Electromagnetic field distribution in the inductor-
sensor system

Fig. 4. Time dependence of the EMF and current in the 
sensor winding
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short-circuited turn contribute to an increase in the 
magnetic flux decay time in the system and, conse-
quently, in the decay time of the EMF and currents in 
the sensor winding.

A comparison of the dependences obtained in Fig. 5 
shows that the presence of an inter-turn short circuit is 
accompanied by a sharp increase in the current in the 
damaged winding section by 3 to 4 orders of magnitude. 
This makes it possible to use the magnitude of the in-
duced current as a sensitive diagnostic feature. At the 
same time, the current amplitude and decay rate corre-
late with the number of short-circuited turns and the 
degree of damage, which makes it possible not only to 
detect the defect but also to quantitatively assess the de-
gree of its development.

To assess the influence of the type of magnetic core 
material of the inductor and the sensor on the detection 
of inter-turn insulation damage in the test winding, a se-
ries of calculations was carried out. In doing so, the de-
gree of defectiveness of the test winding was varied: 2, 3, 
and 4 short-circuited turns.

The results of calculating the amplitude of EMF and 
the decay time τ of the transient process for different 
types of magnetic cores and different degrees of defec-
tiveness of the test winding are presented in Table 2.

In Table 2, the number of short-circuited turns equal 
to “1” means that the winding is defect-free, that is, no 
short-circuited turns are present.

When ferrite cores are used for the sensor and the 
inductor, the highest pulse amplitude values (248–103 V) 
are observed compared with the use of cores made of 
thin-sheet electrical steel (173–91 V) or 2011 steel 
(31–51 V) for any number of short-circuited turns. This 
is explained by the low electrical conductivity of the fer-
rite material, which results in a minimal magnitude of 
eddy currents in the magnetic cores of the sensor and the 
inductor; therefore, a significant portion of the pulse en-
ergy is converted into the magnetic field and induces a 
high-amplitude EMF pulse in the sensor winding. At 
the same time, the high magnetic permeability of the 
ferrite core promotes substantial storage of magnetic en-
ergy, which contributes both to a slower decay of the 
transient process and to an increase in the amplitude of 
the induced EMF in the sensor winding. In addition, 
the longest decay time of the transient process 
(61–131 μs) is observed when ferrite cores are used for 
the sensor and the inductor. This is due to the fact that 
ferrite cores are characterized by the lowest eddy-cur-
rent losses; accordingly, the pulse energy dissipates 
slowly, and as a result the transient process lasts the lon-
gest in comparison with other types of magnetic cores.

The use of thin-sheet steel provides intermediate val-
ues of the pulse amplitude in the measuring winding, 
since its electrical conductivity is higher than that of the 
ferrite core and lower than that of 2011 steel. The pres-
ence of interlaminar insulation reduces eddy-current 
losses, which decreases their influence and shortens the 
decay time (37–124 μs) of the transient process.

The lowest signal amplitude in the sensor winding 
(≈ 92 V) is observed when the sensor and inductor cores 
are made of 2011 electrical steel with a thickness of 
0.5 mm. This is explained by the action of relatively large 
eddy currents, which produce the strongest opposition to 
the main magnetic flux of the impulse excitation, since 
this steel grade has the highest electrical conductivity.

The dependence of the relative change in the signal 
amplitude of the sensor winding ΔА, %, on the number 
of short-circuited turns n in the test winding is shown in 
Fig. 6.

To analyze the variation in the signal amplitude as a 
function of the number of short-circuited turns, an ex-
ponential dependence of the following form is used
	 A(n) = A0 ∙ e-αn,	 (4)
where А0 is the signal amplitude for the defect-free test 
winding (n = 0); α is the signal damping (attenuation) 
coefficient corresponding to the appearance of (n) 
short-circuited turns.

Fig. 5. Current in the sensor winding for:
a ‒ the presence of an inter-turn short circuit in the test 
winding; b ‒ a defect-free winding

a

b

Table 2
Calculated amplitude and decay time 

of the transient process
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1 248 61 173 47 92 31
2 204 67 157 54 87 38
3 147 79 124 63 79 46
4 103 87 91 68 67 51
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used for the sensor and the inductor. This is clearly seen 
from the calculation results shown in Fig. 6.

Fig. 7 shows the dependence of the decay time of the 
transient process in the sensor winding on the number of 
short-circuited turns in the test winding.

The decay time of the transient process can be ex-
pressed by a linear dependence as a function of the 
number of short-circuited turns

τ(n) = τ0 + β(n - 1),
where τ0 is the duration of the transient process in the 
absence of short-circuited turns in the test winding; β is 
the average increment of the decay time of the transient 
process with an increase in the number of short-circuit-
ed turns n. As a result, we obtain:

-	for ferrite cores of the sensor and the inductor: 
τ0 = 61 μs, βf = 23 μs/turn;

-	for thin-sheet steel cores of the sensor and the in-
ductor: τ0 = 47 μs, βth = 33 μs/turn;

-	for 2011 steel cores of the sensor and the inductor: 
τ0 = 31 μs, βs = 6.7 μs/turn.

Despite the fact that the smallest average increment 
in the decay time of the transient process, βs, is observed 
when magnetic cores of 2011 steel are used for the sensor 
and the inductor, this material is characterized by the 
largest relative variation Δτ, % of the useful output sig-
nal (curve 3, Fig. 7). This feature can be used in the de-
velopment of appropriate diagnostic equipment capable 
of detecting inter-turn short circuits in random-wound 
multi-turn windings with high accuracy and reliability.

The obtained values of the transient-process ampli-
tude and decay time for different numbers of short-cir-
cuited turns have a clear physical interpretation. The 
character of the variation in the transient-process dura-
tion depends on the ratio between the effective induc-
tance Leff of the inductor–auxiliary core–test winding–
sensor system and the effective resistance Reff, as well as 
on the losses in the magnetic core and in the windings of 
the sensor and the inductor. An increase in the number 
of short-circuited turns simultaneously affects both the 
inductance and the equivalent resistance through the 
appearance of additional eddy currents in the system. 
For ferrite sensor and inductor cores, a change in the 
ratio Leff /Reff leads to a noticeable increase in the decay 
time of the transient process. For materials with high 
electrical conductivity (2011 steel), the increase in losses 
raises the value of the equivalent resistance Reff, which 
leads to faster decay (damping) of the transient process.

Conclusions. A numerical circuit-field mathematical 
model of impulse processes in spatially displaced ring 
cores using different types of steel was developed in this 
study in order to assess the impulse overvoltages and de-
cay times arising in the sensor winding. The obtained 
results showed that the type of magnetic core material of 
the sensor and the inductor has a significant effect on 
the parameters of the transient process and the ampli-
tude of the induced EMF.

When ferrite cores are used, the highest EMF ampli-
tudes in the sensor winding are observed (up to 248 V), 
as well as the longest decay time, up to 131 μs. When 
2011 electrical steel is used for the cores, a maximum 
amplitude of 92 V is obtained with a minimum decay 
time of 31 μs, which is 50–80 % faster than for ferrite 
material. This confirms the feasibility of using ferrite 

As a result, using expression (4), the following values 
of the coefficient α were obtained for the occurrence of 
short-circuited turns in the test winding (n = 2, 3, 4):

-	for ferrite cores of the sensor and the inductor: 
αf ≈ 0.29 (for А1 = 248, А4 = 103);

-	for thin-sheet steel cores of the sensor and the in-
ductor: αth ≈ 0.22 (for А1 = 173, А4 = 91);

-	for 2011 steel cores of the sensor and the inductor: 
αs ≈ 0.11 (for А1 = 92, А4 = 67).

Thus, the greater the damping coefficient α, the 
higher the sensitivity of the output signal to the appear-
ance of defects in the form of short-circuited turns. The 
use of ferrite shows the highest sensitivity of the sensor 
winding signal amplitude А to the appearance of defects 
in the test winding, both relative to the initial signal level 
А0 and relative to the other two types of magnetic cores 

Fig. 6. Variation in the sensor winding amplitude as a 
function of the number of short-circuited turns:
curve 1 – variation in the signal amplitude of the sensor 
winding when ferrite cores are used for the sensor and the 
inductor; curve 2 – variation in the signal amplitude of the 
sensor winding when thin-sheet steel cores are used for the 
sensor and the inductor; curve 3 – variation in the signal 
amplitude of the sensor winding when 2011 steel is used as 
the core material for the sensor and the inductor

Fig. 7. Variation in the decay time as a function of the 
number of short-circuited turns:
curve 1 – relative variation in the signal decay time of the 
sensor winding when ferrite cores are used for the sensor 
and the inductor; curve 2 – relative variation in the signal 
decay time of the sensor winding when thin-sheet steel cores 
are used for the sensor and the inductor; curve 3 – relative 
variation in the signal decay time of the sensor winding 
when 2011 steel is used as the magnetic core material for 
the sensor and the inductor
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material for diagnostic tasks requiring increased sensi-
tivity, while thin-sheet steel and 2011 steel are more suit-
able for fast impulse diagnostics.

A comparison of the transient-process decay rate 
showed that there is a clear tendency for τ to increase as 
the electrical conductivity of the material decreases. For 
the ferrite material of the sensor and inductor cores, which 
has the lowest electrical conductivity, the maximum de-
cay time reaches 131 μs, whereas for 2011 steel it is 31 μs, 
that is, approximately 4.2 times faster. This is fully consis-
tent with the physics of the processes within the system: at 
lower electrical conductivity of the material, the magni-
tude of the eddy currents is smaller, and accordingly the 
opposing action of these currents on the main impulse 
excitation flux is weaker, so the decay time increases.

When short-circuited turns appear in the test wind-
ing, the signal amplitude in the sensor winding decreas-
es on average by 25–35 %, while the decay time increas-
es by 40–60 %. This confirms the effectiveness of the 
impulse method for detecting short circuits in random-
wound windings.

The results of the conducted study make it possible 
to formulate practical recommendations for selecting 
the materials of the magnetic cores of the sensor and the 
inductor for the development of highly sensitive sensors 
for monitoring inter-turn short circuits in random-
wound windings of electrical machines. The developed 
model can serve as a basis for further optimization of the 
design of inductors and sensors for impulse diagnostics, 
as well as for the creation of hardware tools for the non-
destructive testing of active materials of electrical ma-
chines.

Based on the obtained results, it is possible to devel-
op diagnostic features and an appropriate methodology 
for devices intended for diagnosing inter-turn short cir-
cuits using impulse processes. The use of the method 
itself is promising for implementation in diagnostic sys-
tems for this type of damage.
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Мета. Розробка чисельної імітаційної моделі ім-
пульсних процесів магнітних осердь із фериту 
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й тонколистової електротехнічної сталі з метою 
оцінки величини імпульсних перенапруг.

Методика. Розподіл електромагнітного поля 
й вихрових струмів розраховувався із використан-
ням методу скінченних елементів. Засоби автома-
тизованого проєктування використовувалися для 
розробки геометричних моделей розрахункової об-
ласті досліджуваних процесів у кільцеподібних 
осердях. Для збудження імпульсних процесів у до-
сліджуваній системі використовувалась теорія пе-
рехідних процесів і закони електричних кіл.

Результати. Розроблена тривимірна чисельна 
коло-польова математична модель імпульсного 
збудження кільцеподібних осердь із різних матеріа-
лів електротехнічної сталі давача й індуктора, що 
використовується для діагностування міжвиткових 
замикань всипних обмоток. Модель дозволяє ви-
значати часові залежності струму, напруги й харак-
тер зміни магнітного потоку при проходженні ім-
пульсного фронту збудження. Отримані розподіли 
електромагнітного поля, вихрових струмів і дина-
міку їхнього затухання для різних значень магніт-
ної проникності й електропровідності матеріалів. 

Отримані результати дозволяють кількісно оцінити 
вплив параметрів матеріалів на імпульсні процеси, 
визначити межі ефективності застосування фери-
тових осердь з різних типів електротехнічної сталі 
у високочастотних системах діагностування, сенсо-
рах і перетворювачах енергії.

Наукова новизна. Результати аналізу чисельного 
імітаційного моделювання досліджуваної системи 
показали, що в залежності від типу матеріалу осер-
дя процеси хвильового проникнення з мінімальни-
ми втратами притаманні для феритового матеріалу. 
У тонколистовій сталі вихрові струми в кожному 
окремому листі здійснюють значний вплив на екра-
нування імпульсу, що суттєво впливає на вихідний 
сигнал.

Практична значимість. Отримані результати 
можливо використовувати для побудови систем ді-
агностування міжвиткової ізоляції обмоток елек-
тричних машин, зокрема, як методологічну основу 
для пристроїв діагностування, що базуються на ви-
користанні запропонованого підходу.

Ключові слова: імпульсні процеси, діагностування 
ізоляції, всипні обмотки, імітаційне моделювання


